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Introduction

The following was initially intended to form the basis of a physical 
exhibition of materials and creative expressions curated to tell the story 
of the edgeland landscape of Mount Vernon and Daldowie. This, it was 
hoped, would act as a means of rendering accessible and tangible this 
largely inaccessible landscape. Due to Covid-19 it proved impossible to 
organise such an event and thus this digital exhibition was developed.

In order to tell the story of this landscape a selection of artefacts 
collected during fieldwork, photographs and creative responses have 
been ‘displayed’ within.
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Mount Vernon and Daldowie today

Today much of the landscape of the Mount Vernon and Daldowie edgeland, in this research defined as those areas bounded by the
Clyde to the South, the A74 to the North, Carmyle to the West and the Maryville Interchange to the East, is inaccessible to the visitor 
being parcelled into a series of industrial landuses which for the sake of health and safety are restricted from public access. 

However for those keen to explore this edgeland landscape – on foot or by bike, the footpath from Carmyle to Daldowie offers a route 
through this landscape, following a well trodden right of way for centuries. Increasingly this path through a corridor of parkland is 
being expanded and improved as the Greenoakhill Landfill site is turned over into Forestry Commission managed woodland. Thus in 
future much of this landscape will be open and accessible to the visitor in ways it is not today. 

In this section I provide a brief snapshot of the contemporary landscape of this edgeland, as viewed during a wander on that path.



Greenoakhill Settling 
Ponds

This landscape plays 
host today to a 
remarkable diversity 
of flora and fauna. 
Roe Deer haunt the 
motorway verges and 
newly forested 
mounds of the 
landfill, moorhens, 
herons and ducks 
paddle in settling 
ponds, reed beds and 
tanks, seagulls fish 
the raw effluent inlets 
for nutrient rich 
morsels and badgers 
quarry sets into the 
very fabric of the 
landfill.

Amid this most 
‘unclean’ of urban 
landscapes a variety 
of habitats are found.



Greenoakhill Aggregates

Glimpses of this areas fate, 
as the foci of an array of 
networks of waste 
management, processing 
and deposition are 
constant; be it the towering 
mounds and conveyors of 
the Greenoakhill Landfill, 
steam rising in the morning 
air over the raw sewage 
inlet at Daldowie WwTW or 
the ever present rumble of 
tankers arriving at Daldowie 
Sludge plant with sloshing 
loads of wayward brown 
matter.

This landscape is key to the 
current consumption 
patterns of the city, hiding 
the insurmountable 
evidence of our 
unsustainable production of 
waste – both material and 
bodily.



Kenmuir farm

Amid the gently sloping hills of the Mid-Clyde in this stretch the edgeland has preserved many 
relics of this landscapes past, overgrown and forgotten about amid the patchwork of 
municipal waste facilities and wastelands. One such example of this is the farm of Kenmuir, 
the only relic of this areas vernacular agricultural heritage to survive to this day. As one 
wanders in this landscape from amid overgrown hedgerows the remains of abandoned 
mineral railways appear, the dusky shadows of towering conifers mark former landscape 
gardens and graffiti strewn ruins mark medieval farmsteads. 
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Green-Glaze Pottery Sherd

This Green-Glaze pottery sherd represents the only conclusive piece of Medieval pottery uncovered during the 
fieldwalking of this stretch of the Clyde. The fabric of the sherd is a greyish fired clay, upon which a shiny mottled 
green glaze is applied. 

Green-Glaze pottery is commonly associated with fine vessels, often bowls, jugs and plates dating from the late 
14th to 16th C.

Records for this time suggest the lands of Daldowie were held by the Stewarts of Minto a dynasty with holdings 
across Central Scotland. At this time Daldowie was likely held in exchange for payment of rent or tythe to the 
Bishopric of Glasgow, similarly the lands of Kenmuir are also recorded as being ‘rentallers’ to the Bishops. 



Clay Pipe Sherds - Assorted

These pipe sherds, collected over an area of the riverbank close to the site of the Marriage Well, 
tell of networks of connection in this landscape that cross oceans and delve into a history, 
geography and politics of race. These pipe sherds, of differing styles and eras represent the most 
tactile and relatable of the evidences for the tobacco trade in Glasgow. The piece of pipe stem to 
the left of the image is finer than the other two pieces and appears to have been at some time 
burnished suggesting a date of between 1730-1780 (Oswald, 1975, p.207). 

The other two pieces, although made from finer clay are far thicker pieces, they have no obvious 
stamps or decoration. The bowl sherd is of medium width, far narrower than the later Victorian 
pipe bowls by which point tobacco was relatively inexpensive, and thus a dating of late 1700s –
early 1800s is likely.



Stamped Pipe Stem

The pipe sherd, above, has a makers mark reading on one side ‘GLAS’ and on the other ‘OGGIE’, relating to the pipe 
making factory of J. Scroggie of Glasgow, which produced clay pipes for domestic markets between 1873-1886 at 
Greenside Lane in Glasgow (Oswald, 1975, p.207; Post Office, 1882, p.1038). These clay pipes were a common and 
cheap commodity, easily replicable and often given away free with purchases of tobacco. Due to their fragility they 
often broke and can be found discarded in fields, ditches, roadsides and urban middens across the country.

Glasgow in this period was a thriving merchant city, profiting hugely from recent access to the growing British Empire 
and to the Atlantic trade networks, particularly the triangle of trade in manufactured goods, slaves from Africa and 
tobacco, cotton and sugar from the Americas. The Bogles who owned the estate at Daldowie, and their neighbours at 
Mount Vernon the Buchanans stand among the chief merchants of Glasgow in their day, known as the Tobacco Lords, 
upon whose successes much of the city’s fine Georgian and Edwardian districts were built. Thus, we can see that the 
development of this landscape through the improvements to the estate by George Bogle Senior, are direct results of 
the profits made by the Bogle Trading Companies through their business interests in enslaved people. 

From direct ownership of plantations to interests in sugarhouses in Glasgow, through the Bogles, this landscape is tied 
to landscapes from Virginia and the West Indies to the coast of West Africa.



Selection of assorted decorated Ceramics Sherds

These sherds were collected within the study area along the banks of the Clyde. Represented are a number of 
different ceramics types from a range of styles and periods including tiles, china, and a variety of blue and white 
decorated ceramics with painted, transferred and printed decorations charting the development of ‘European China’ 
through  the 18th -19th C. 



*not to scale



Ceramic Sherds

These fragments of fine china ceramics represent an array of fragments 
of cup found along the bank of the Clyde to the South of Daldowie 
Estate. The assemblage of ceramics belongs to a variety of periods and 
represented are Victorian and Edwardian, 1920s and 30s, and Post-War 
vessels. Many of these represent tea cups, although there is one egg cup 
and three coffee mugs represented. 

Tea was largely popularised in Britain in the 18th C. as a result largely of 
the colonial activities of the British East India Company in India in 
conquered regions, including the introduction of tea from China. 

The Bogle family, among other Glasgow families, enthusiastically bought 
into British Colonial efforts and George Bogle the Younger served in the 
East India Company as a senior official in the late 1700s. During the 
Bhutan Crisis Bogle was to become the first British emissary to Tibet, 
and later he was appointed Collector to Rangpuir. It was using the 
personal fortunes of this scion that the family was able to pay off debts 
held against Daldowie after the collapse of the Bogle and Scott 
importing house. George Bogle the younger died of Cholera in Calcutta 
in 1781, on route to an appointment to the committee of revenue there, 
his daughters with a ‘Tibetan princess’, Mary and Martha were sent to 
Daldowie for Education, and later married Glasgow Industrialists. 
Later, sons of the Gilmourhill Bogles served in the British Army in India 
during the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, and the First Afghanistan War in 1842. 



Primrose Dale China Teacup sherd

This delicate china pottery sherd is part of a 
teacup produced in 1936 by ‘New Chelsea’ at 
their porcelain works in Staffordshire (Perry, 
2010). This piece, a teacup of the ‘Primrose 
Dale’ design was produced c. 1936 and 
featured floral motifs in green, yellow and 
orange.  

This company began production of fine bone 
china in 1900 and traded initially as ‘Plant 
Bros’ before taking up the name ‘New 
Chelsea’ in 1912. The company continued 
trading until 1951, although they remarketed 
for American markets to ‘Royal Chelsea as of 
1943. 

The company also produced commemorative 
plates including an ‘Egyptomania’ plate for the 
1922 discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

This sherd was recovered from the bank of 
the Clyde just south of Greenoakhill, nearby 
the former location of the Daldowie Dovecot. 
Perhaps this was once the site of tea parties 
or picnics?
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Kenmuir, Cowgang and Wester Daldowie

For much of the historic past the landscape of Mount Vernon and Daldowie has 
been dominated by a patchwork of rentallers farmsteads, the principal of these 
were Kenmuir, Cowgang and Wester Daldowie. 

The farm of Cowgang was from the 18th C. a home farm to the estate of Daldowie, 
and likely served in part to produce an air of the bucolic to the parkland 
surrounding the estate house. At this time it was popular for the landed elite to 
display their enlightenment ideals through investment in agricultural 
improvement at the home farm. The farms of Wester Daldowie likely held a 
similar function in relation to the nearby Greenock Hill House, later Greenoakhill. 

The farm of Kenmuir, pictured left, is the only to survive in ruinous form to this 
day. It likely formed as a rentallers farm to the Glasgow Bishopric as part of the 
lands belonging to the church at Carmyle. The farm at various points appears to 
have been a significant and wealthy farm, and among the older architectural 
elements a dovecot, two story farmhouse and decorative stonework tell of 
periods of past prosperity. 

The last owner of Kenmuir Farm, Mr Jimmy Wilson, gained brief fame when he led 
his Clydesdale horses into Glasgow Sheriff Court in protest to the destruction of 
his farm as part of the proposed M74 completion project. The horses defficated
on the marble floored atrium and Mr Wilson was issued with a fine. Mr Wilson 
was a scrap merchant in Glasgow and the Farm at Kenmuir formed the base of his 
operations. The farm was abandoned and partially demolished in the 1990s and 
has lain in a ruinous state since. 



Fisherman’s Artificial Flies Box

A small metal fly tin found amid flotsam on the rivers bank on one of 
my wanders.

The box contains a variety of artificial flies crafted for angling. These 
flies are of the local ‘Clyde’ Style, with a narrow body dubbed with 
either moles hair or hares lug some ribbed with copper wire, on a 
size 12-14 hook. The cape or neck of these flies is formed from a 
wrapping of feather. Among those in this tin there are partridge, 
snipe, and a variety of dyed and natural hen and cock feathers. 

These flies, with names like ‘The Black Spider’, ‘Partridge and Gold’, 
‘Snipe and Purple’ and the infamous ‘Black Beastie’ are part of a 
lengthy folk tradition of crafting and sourcing materials taught over 
weeks and months even years by friends and relatives. Their names 
and styles are highly localised even personal. 

Fishing on this stretch of the Clyde has a long history records dating 
to the 1800s record the local miners from collieries at Kenmuir and 
Mount Vernon and weavers from Rutherglen fishing here. Today this 
stretch of the river falls within the permit area of the Mid-Clyde 
Angling Association.



The Clyde at Carmyle

“The old Scottish miner was, in general, a hardworking and virtuous individual. He 
loved respectability as he loved his family, his dram, and his fishing rod. The off-day 
found him by the banks of the river searching for, and maybe finding a fine salmon, or 
in lieu of that dainty dish, the beautiful small par or fry of the salmon, thus rivalling the 
Rutherglen weavers, who scourged the Dalmarnock Ford at a great rate” (MacEwing, 
1906, p.35)



Stoneware Ceramic Beer Bottle Sherd

This sherd has imprinted script reading ‘NDON STOUT, R. W. 
CAIRNS, GLASGOW’. This links this bottle to R.W Cairns Bar, 
now Cairns bar, on 5-9 Miller Street in the City Centre 
(Gorevan, 2002). 

This Bar was founded in 1871 by Thomas Cansh & Co, who 
also owned the Grant Arms, and was managed principally by 
Robert W Cairns, who upon the death of Mr Cansh became 
sole proprietor. 

Mr. Cairns is credited with the introduction of English Beers to 
the bar, including this London Stout. Later a Mr Eadie joined 
the management at Cairns. The bar was described by Andrew 
Eadie, descendent of the Mr Eadie of Cairns Bar as;

“In 1891 Cairns Bar in Miller Street was described as one of 
the most comfortable and best equipped bars in the city of 
Glasgow… the best whiskies and richest beers are always to be 
had here.” 



Charcoal drawing of a Bar

The nearest pub to this landscape 
lies to the North East on the 
fringe of the edgeland at the 
town of Broomhouse. Here the 
Mailcoach Bar has served trade 
passing along the Glasgow to 
London Road (A74) since the days 
of stagecoaches. Opposite this 
Bar there formerly stood another 
pub, the ‘Smugglers inn’. 

In the 1930s the then disused 
site of Daldowie Colliery was 
developed into a greyhound 
racing track which survived until 
1998 and was known as ‘Mount 
Vernon Stadium’.
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Assorted lumps of industrial Slag

These lumps of slag were found in the Clyde to the South of 
Kenmuir. Slag is a by-product of smelting processes used in a 
number of industries including metalworking, concrete 
production and coal firing. 

The colour and texture of various slag types is determined by 
the silicone and mineral compositions of these waste products, 
usually determined by the heat of firing and materials smelted. 

Slag is a by-product of a number of the industries and domestic 
activities which have occurred in this landscape, the nearby 
Clydebridge Iron Works, now a Liberty Steel Works has 
produced a huge quantity of slag over the lifetime of the 
workings there, similarly the nearby Caledonia Pottery Works, 
Broomhouse Brickworks, mineral railways and collieries would 
all have produced slag which was usually dumped in heaps.



“On Tuesday morning, about 8 

o'clock, a fatal accident occurred 

in No 9 pit, Mount Vernon 

Colliery, belonging to Mr John 

Young, Easterhouse near 

Baillieston, which resulted in the 

death of a miner named Robert 

Park, seventeen years of age… 

While Park was working at a coal 

facing, a large piece of coal fell 

upon him, and his head was so 

dreadfully crushed that death was 

instantaneous. His father was 

working in the pit at the time of 

the occurrence, which is said to 

have been purely accidental” 

(Airdrie & Coatbridge, 1871).

“Late on Thursday night, two 

men, named Archibald M'Beth

and James Moodie, descended 

No. 2 pit, Kenmure, belonging to 

James Dunlop & Son…They had 

only been about an hour down 

when the engineman heard the 

signal given to draw up the 

cage… Peering down the shaft he 

heard the sound of rushing water, 

and the truth flashed upon him 

that the men in the working had 

struck into old workings in the 

vicinity , where a quantity of 

water was known to have 

accumulated. It is supposed that it 

will be three weeks before the 

water can be pumped out of the 

pit, and in the meanwhile there is 

little doubt but that both of the 

men have perished… Several 

ponies in the pit have also been 

lost” (Falkirk Herald, 1873).

“Yesterday morning, a lad about 16 

named Archibald Burns, met his death 

in a pit between Broomhouse and 

Baillieston. While at work he had 

occasion to cross what is called a 

"blind shaft," which was covered with 

sleepers; but his foot slipped, and he 

fell a distance of fifteen fathoms. 

When rescued he was so terribly 

injured that he expired before he 

could be got to the pit bank” 

(Scotsman, 1888).

“A boy named Thomas 

Jaap, 15 years and one 

month old, a pithead 

worker, residing at 39 River 

Road, Carmyle, met with an 

accident about 12.15 on 

Wednesday by his left arm 

being run over by an empty 

railway waggon while he 

was employed in shunting 

operations at the railway 

siding at South Kenmuir 

Colliery, Carmyle, owned 

by J Dunn Stephen Ltd. 

The arm was severed at the 

elbow” (Airdrie & 

Coatbridge Advertiser, 

1915).



Stoneware Cream Jar Sherd

This sherd of stoneware pottery belongs to a large 
stoneware vessel, produced in the late 1800s at the 
Caledonia Pottery Works in Rutherglen (Will, 2017, 
p.12). The transfer image, of which a fragment is seen on 
this sherd, would have originally featured an illustration 
of a milkmaid below the description ‘PURE FRESH 
CREAM’ of which only ‘REAM’ survives on this piece.

These stoneware cream jars were produced in 
Rutherglen for the Wigtonshire Creamery at Stranraer, 
producers of cream, butter and margarine. Large 
stoneware jars such as this were produced by the large 
pottery works of Glasgow, Caledonian, Bells, Port-
Dundas and Vereville-Britannia, for both domestic 
markets and for export, and were used for a variety of 
products from Barr’s Soft drinks and tonics to Tennents 
breweries (Cruickshank, 2020). 

This sherd is fairly rounded at the edges and has likely 
tumbled about in the waters of the Clyde for some time.



Assorted Glass fragments

Below, an assortment of glass fragments recovered during the fieldwalking. Among this assemblage are blue and 
clear glass ink bottles (19th- early 20th C.), a modern candleholder, an imported wine bottle base (18th-19th C.), a 
Sauce bottle sherd (19th C.), and a variety of medicine and chemical bottles in clear and light blue glass (19th- early 
20th C.). 



Bottle Glass Sherd

The sherd of glass, above, is part of a Victorian sauce bottle. It is embossed 
with the faded and weathered text ‘BACKHOUSE’, this would originally have 
read ‘Goodall, Backhouse & Co Yorkshire Relish’. This brand of sauce, 
produced by pharmaceutical and sauce manufacturers Goodall, Backhouse & 
Co was at one time the top selling brand of relish in the Victorian world with 
eight million bottles sold in 1885 and was one of the first products to receive 
a trademark in the UK. 
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Memorials at Daldowie Crematorium and Gardens of Remembrance

At Daldowie grief is memorialised and monumentalised in a variety of material 
fashions, freed from the strict formality of the traditional kirkyard or municipal 
necropolis. 
At Daldowie amid granite blocks, plastic planters, trees and benches a cross 
section of Glaswegian society is commemorated.
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Ceramic Toilet Roll Holder

A modern ceramic wall-mounted toilet roll holder, found in the river south of Daldowie 
Wastewater Treatment Works (WwTW). This is one of two such mounts which would 
hold a roll of toilet paper. 

The WwTW at Daldowie services the populations of Greater Glasgow and North 
Lanarkshire, drawing on a brown water catchment from Shettleston and Parkhead to 
Airdrie and Motherwell, and an equivalent of 292,000 peoples waste is processed daily. 

The filters on this site remove all those objects accidentally flushed away are recovered 
in the hooked screens and at intervals throughout the day and cleared, the collected 
deposits being ejected into skips along conveyors known as ‘nodding donkeys’. Among 
this waste everything from false teeth to whole sheep carcases are recovered. 

The site staff have noticed a trend that on Saturday and Sunday mornings, after the 
festivities of the night before, it is common for plastic £5 and £10 notes to float 
through the inlets into the filters where they are gleefully recovered and cleaned by 
the site staff for return into circulation later. These notes, dropped by intoxicated hands 
in a variety of houses and bars across the city are just one of many acts of transfers that 
occur in this landscape. 



Pastel drawing of Daldowie WwTW Raw Sewage Inlet

At Daldowie brown water from toilets, drains and streets is piped, 
pumped and delivered to the treatment plant. Human waste is 
highly nutrient rich, and the failings of our digestive systems make 
this a rich hunting ground for better adapted species. 
The air above the plant is busy with gulls, no longer content with 
fishing for dwindling stocks in our coastal waters, they dive and 
whirl above the raw sewage inlet fishing for undigested morsels 
of sweetcorn and the like. 

Pastel drawing of Daldowie WwTW Treatment Pond

In the cleaner treatment ponds ducks lazily paddle in the blackish 
water or sit on the breastwork only to be nudged off repeatedly 
by the slowly revolving arms. Described by Fairley and Roberts as 
‘grim merry-go-rounds’.

The sewage works plays host to a remarkable diversity of birdlife 
drawn by the available foodstuff, others by the variety of habitats 
presented by the towers, tanks and pools. 



Aerators at Daldowie WwTW

Marion Shoard (2002) describes the 
edgeland; “The edgelands are raw 
and rough, and rather than seeming 
people-friendly are often somber 
and menacing, flaunting their 
participation in activities we do not 
wholly understand.” This well 
describes the sewage works, 
austere, utilitarian in design, with 
processes many of us not only 
cannot really comprehend but do 
not wish to.

The archaeologies of this 
relationship are formed through an 
architecture of bare concrete, 
corrugated iron sheds, and 
breastworks which apparently for 
safety also sanitise the view of this 
site from its surroundings, 
obscuring the churning channels of 
raw sewage tearing out of the 
outlet valves and the filters 
dredging rank rags and ragged 
remains from the sludge heavy 
sewage.



Control Room at Daldowie WwTW

Entering the control room of the Daldowie plant was like entering the lair 
of a Bond villain with nuclear ambitions. These are the original controls for 
the 1950s portion of the plants. Today, the controls take the form of a 
comparatively dull digital screen display and a small sampling situated 
outside.
Outside a landscape of danger awaits. The waste churning through this site 
was only 100 years ago the home of those now defeated leviathans, 
cholera and dysentery. Now a new array of potential deaths await.  
Drowning in sludge, obliterated by the force of a colossal pump or crushed 
at the end of one of the relentlessly grinding arms of the settling tanks.



Daldowie Sludge Plant

Adjacent to the Daldowie WwTW, Daldowie Sludge Fuel Plant can be seen before the towering river cliff of 
the Southern Bank of the Clyde. Here the separated sludge from across West-Central Scotland in collected 
and processed into fuel pellets. The site is operated by Drax, who lease the site from Scottish Water. 
Sludge is pumped from Paisley – Erskine – Shieldhall – Dalmarnock – Daldowie for processing and tankers 
arrive each day from outlying sewage works from Hamilton to Ayr. The sludge collected here is then 
processed through centrifuges and driers to remove the remaining moisture, after which it is sold as a 
clean fuel source to concrete works and power stations, before its closure these pellets fuelled Longannet
in its latter years. 
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Greenoakhill Cist Cemetery

Ludovic Mann excavated the Bronze Age Cist Cemetery at Greenoakhill in 1928. The first of these was uncovered accidentally during the 

workings of the quarry, afterwards Ludovic Mann (1928) oversaw the excavation of seven Bronze Age Cist burials and associated grave goods 

including food vessels and a flint knife. The excavation was carried out by Mann, and a team of labourers from the site and was published in 

the Glasgow Herald on 27th July 1928.



Vegetable Oil Cans at Patersons of Greenoakhill Landfill

A single deposit of vegetable oil cans dumped at Greenoakhill Landfill in the area to the West of 
the aggregate quarry site. The cans once contained oil produced for Batley’s Catering Wholesalers, 
a company with facilities in Cambuslang and the Gorbals. These were dumped outside the current 
managed areas of landfilling suggesting they either date to the period of unregulated municipal 
landfill or are a result of fly tipping by other parties. 





Greenoakhill landfill

Operated by Patersons of Greenoakhill this landfill site collects and ultimately disposes of domestic and industrial waste from across Glasgow. Amid 
the drumlin like mounds of relict dumping on fresh sills lorries deposit vast loads of unrecyclable material to be ploughed into the primordial oose of 
colourful plastics and greyish mud. 



Pastel drawing of Greenoakhill Landfill and Aggregates

At Greenoakhill Aggregates no longer are sands and gravels quarried from the 
depths, today to the West of the landfill site a system of conveyors, sorting bays and 
grinding machines render construction and demolition waste into gravel.  
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